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A REVIEW OF THE YEAR 


As the calendar year, which is also the 
Association fiscal year, draws near its close, 
it may be well to review briefly some of the 
items of progress that the A. L. A. has made 
during 1912. ; 

It is particularly gratifying to note that 
membership in the A. L. A. has materially 
increased. During the past year 411 new 
members have been added, 27 of which were 
institutional members; making the present 
net membership in the Association 2,365. 
The Canadian membership was naturally 
considerably increased, due to holding our 
1912 conference in the Dominion, 94 Cana- 
dians now being enrolled as against 19 for 
the previous year. We hope these will all 
retain their membership and interest, even 
though the conference may be held in some 
other part of the Association territory. 
There are 7 members in the U. S. dependen- 
cies and 26 in foreign countries, leaving a 
balance of 2,238 members in the United 
States. These are so thoroughly distributed 
that there are members in all of the 48 
states and the District of Columbia. In the 
coming year it is hoped that the member- 
ship will pass the 2,500 mark. This in- 
crease in the number of members has nat- 
urally increased the aggregate amount re- 
ceived from dues, so that receipts have in- 


creased from $5,325.46 for 1911 to about 
$6,225 for 1912. 

Those who attended the Ottawa confer- 
ence are well nigh unanimous in pronounc- 
ing it one of the best in the history of the 
Association. In point of attendance it 
ranked third, being only exceeded by the 
meetings of 1902 and 1906. The excellence 
of the program was such as to make it 
worthy of mention among the features of 
the Association year. Several of the papers 
have been reprinted and may be secured 
in pamphlet form, as noted elsewhere in 
these pages. 

A number of committees have done work 
this year that spells progress. After several 
years of effort and failure, the Committee 
on co-operation with the N. E. A. succeeded 
in securing on the main program of the 
N. E. A. conference a place for an accred- 
ited delegate from the A. L. A. Dr. Arthur 
E. Bostwick, librarian of the St. Louis pub- 
lic library and ex-president of the A. L. A., 
was our Official representative and gave an 
address at the Chicago meeting of the 
N. E. A. in July. A special committee ap- 
pointed to investigate the relations which 
should exist between a tax-supported public 
library and the municipal authorities made 
its first report at the Ottawa conference. 
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This was of such importance and far reach- 
ing consequence that the report has been 
reprinted in pamphlet form and the Asso- 
ciation is endeavoring to give it wide pub- 
licity. The committee appointed two years 
ago to investigate the deterioration of news- 
paper paper has also made progress during 
the year and has made careful studies 
based on chemical experiments which give 
promise of affording some practical help to 
a serious problem. The other standing and 
special committees have also rendered serv- 
ice and made helpful reports. 

A number of state library associations 
have as usual had A. L. A. representatives 
this fall at their annual meetings. The 
president of the A. L. A. attended the meet- 
ing in Ohio, the Illinois-Missouri joint meet- 
ing, and the joint meeting in South Dakota 
of the state library association and the 
state education association. The secretary 
attended the New York meeting and the 
Illinois-Missouri meeting. Dr. Bostwick, ex- 
president of the A. L. A., delivered ad- 
dresses at the Minnesota and North Dakota 
meetings; Mr. T. W. Koch, member of the 
Executive Board, was the official A. L. A. 
delegate at the Indiana meeting, and in Feb- 
ruary, Mr. Roden, treasurer of the A. L. A., 
was the Association’s representative at the 
Wisconsin meeting. 

The A. L. A. Publishing Board has had a 
remarkably successful year. The most 
noteworthy publication has been the A. L. 
A. Catalog, 1904-11, which appeared in July, 
and of which 3,410 copies have already been 
sold, proving conclusively that it filled a 
well-defined need and also evidencing the 
value of the 1904 edition of the Catalog as 
shown by the demand for the continuation 
volume. The sales have been the heaviest 
of any year in the history of the Board, ris- 
ing from about $8,500 in 1911 to what will 
probably be nearly $15,000 by the end of 
December, 1912. The headquarters office 
has made a special effort to reach all li- 
braries of the United States and Canada 
and the important ones of Great Britain 
with information regarding the publications 
of the Association. During the year 20,005 
pieces of first-class mail, and about 20,000 


pieces of circular matter have been sent out 
from the executive office. 

The importance of the headquarters of- 
fice, as shown by the nature and bulk of its 
ccrrespondence, has materially increased 
during the year. The office is more or less 
of a clearing house for all kinds of library 
information, a place where information 
either may be secured or else where the in- 
quirer may be directed to the proper source 
from which it may be obtained. In this 
way particularly a headquarters office 
seems to be justifying its existence. 


CHICAGO MID-WINTER MEETINGS 


The mid-winter meetings in Chicago will 
be held this year, Wednesday to Saturday, 
January Ist to 4th, 1913. Headquarters will 
again be at the Hotel Sherman, corner of 
Randolph and Clark streets, four blocks 
west of the Chicago public library. Rates 
are as follows: Single rooms with bath, 
$2.00 per day up; double rooms with bath 
(two in room), $3.00 per day up. Every room 
has a bath. Requests for reservations 
should be made direct to the Hotel Sher- 
man. Meeting rooms and committee rooms 
will be provided free, request for which 
should be addressed to the hotel. The di- 
rectors of the Chicago public library have, 
however, as usual placed at our disposal the 
directors’ room on the fifth floor of the li- 
brary building, and directly adjoining A. L. 
A. headquarters, and unless otherwise 
stated meetings will be held there. Hours 
for meetings will be 9:30 a. m. and 2:30 
p. m. 

The League of Library Commissions will 
meet Wednesday, January list, both morn- 
ing and afternoon, and on Thursday morn- 
ing, January 2d. The meetings will be in 
charge of the president, Mr. Carl H. Milam, 
secretary of the Indiana library com- 
mission. Sessions will be held at the Hotel 
Sherman. 

The college and university librarians of 
the middle west will meet in Chicago on 
Friday and Saturday, January 3d and 4th. 
The first session will be held in the Assem- 
bly Room of the Harper memorial library 
of the University of Chicago at 2 p. m. Fri- 
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day, January 3d; the second session in the 
directors’ room of the Chicago public li- 
brary on Saturday, January 4th, at 9:30 
a. m. 

The sessions will be of the same informal 
character as in preceding years. The topics 
for discussion will be selected chiefly from 
the following: 

Classification of literature, particularly 
modifications of the D. C. as worked out in 
various university libraries. 

It is expected that representatives from 
several libraries will report. 

Report on recent library buildings, par- 
ticularly the Harper memorial library and 
the University of California library. 

Specialization in college libraries. 

Co-operation between college libraries. 

List of American doctoral dissertations. 

Inter-library loans. Report to cover 1912. 

Cameragraph. 

Collection and. preservation of news- 
papers in college libraries. 

Standing of the college library in the uni- 
versity. 

University library reports and statistics. 

Methods of securing symmetry and 
growth of the different departments of a 
college library. 

Open shelves. 

Circulation to undergraduates. 

Charging systems. 

Ordering and recording of periodicals. 

Care of government and state documents. 

Co-operative buying. 
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Other topics may be added. The commit- 
tee on arrangements consists of J. C. M. 
Hanson, A. S. Root, and J. T. Gerould. 

A meeting of the faculties of library 
schools will be held on Thursday afternoon, 
January 2d. The program will cover sev- 
eral subjects of interest to library schools 
only. The meetings are open to members of 
library school faculties and summer library 
school faculties. The program committee 
consists of Misses Mary W. Plummer, chair- 
man, Mary E. Hazeltine and June R. Don- 
nelly. 

The librarians of normal schools of the 
middle west will meet on Friday afternoon, 
January 3d. Mr. W. H. Kerr, librarian of the 
Kansas state normal school, Emporia, Kan- 
sas, is chairman of the committee on ar- 
rangements. 

The Council of the American Library As- 
sociation will meet on Thursday morning, 
January 2d, and Friday morning, January 
3d. A list of topics proposed for discussion 
will be sent personally to each member of 
the Council. 

The Executive Board of the A. L. A. will 
meet Wednesday evening, January ist. 
Further notice will be sent personally to 
each member of the Board. 

The A. L. A. Publishing Board will meet 
Wednesday afternoon, January Ist, at the 
A. L. A. executive office. 

The Chicago Library Club will entertain 
visiting librarians on Thursday evening, 
January 2d. 
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CRUNDEN MEMOIRS 


The paper containing signatures for sub- 
scriptions to Mr. Crunden’s memoirs, which 
was posted on the Headquarters bullctin 
board at the Chateau Laurier, has been lost. 
Will those who signed it, as well as any 
others who desire to subscribe, and who 
have not yet done so, send their names to 
Arthur E. Bostwick, St. Louis public li- 
brary. 

LIBRARY PLANS 

Thanks to the courtesy of the respective 
librarians and architects, the A. L. A. head- 
quarters has secured the plans of several 
important new library buildings, including 
those of Springfield, Mass., Somerville, 
Mass. (building now in process of erection), 
Elizabeth, N. J., Sioux City, Iowa, and 
Youngstown, Ohio. Plans of several other 
buildings have been promised. These add 
very greatly to the value of the already ex- 
cellent and valuable collection of library 


plans at the executive office. We hope all 
members of the Association are aware that 
any of these plans may be borrowed, and 
retained for three weeks, the only expense 
incident being expressage both ways. The 
collection is frequently drawn on by library 
boards and trustees in all parts of the coun- 
try and also in Canada. 


LIBRARY FORMS AND BLANKS 


The executive office wishes to secure cop- 
ies of all new and important blanks and 
forms in use by various libraries, espec’ally 
those which contain important modifica- 
tions over previous practice. Without doubt 
many librarians use certain forms and 
blanks in their work that have proved help- 
ful and which may not be generally known 
among other libraries. The headquarters 
office would like to have copies of all such 
items for the purpose of making a file which 
will be of service to all members of the As- 
sociation. It may also be feasible to men- 
tion briefly in the Bulletin from time to time 
particularly suggestive and helpful forms, 
in order that they may become known to a 
larger number of persons. 


LIBRARY DEDICATION PROGRAMS 


The executive office would like to make a 
collection of library dedication programs, 
and would very much appreciate receipt of 
two copies of all such programs from all li- 
braries, large or small, which have held ded- 
ication or opening exercises in the past ten 
years or so. 


NEW A. L. A. PUBLICATIONS 


Several new publications have been is- 
sued by the A. L. A. Publishing Board dur- 
ing the past six months. 

A. L. A. Catalog, 1904-1911. This of 
course is the chief publication of the year, 
and one of the most important for several 
years. It contains an annotated list of about 
3,000 of the best books published since the 
A. L, A. Catalog of 1904 was printed. The 
books are classed according to the decimal 
classification, with thorough author and 
subject indexes. Children’s books are listed 
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separately. Appendices list those books in 
the 1904 catalog which are now out of print, 
and those which are now issued in new edi- 
tions. This is unquestionably the most val- 
uable guide for the purchase of recent 
books which can be had. Certainly any li- 
brary which has not yet purchased a copy 
should do so at once. Price is $1.50, post- 
paid. 

How to Choose Editions, by Wiliam E. 
Foster, librarian of the Providence public 
library. “At no time,” says Miss Martha T. 
Wheeler, of the New York state library, in 
the introduction, “does the young librarian 
feel his limitations more than when sud- 
denly called upon to decide which among 
many editors of a famous classic he 
should order.” Mr. Foster considers that 
the six points of selection are (1) text 
(whether unabridged or not), (2) editor, 
(3) size, (4) type, (5) paper and ink, 
(6) binding. This pamphlet is issued as 
Handbook No. 8, and is well worth a care- 
ful reading by any librarian or member of a 
book committee. Price, 15 cents. 

Notes From the Art Section of a Library, 
with hints on selection and buying, by 
Charles A. Cutter. This tract, printed by 
the Board in 1905, has long been out of 
print, and has now been reprinted by special 
request. The material consists of lectures 
delivered before the New York library 
school in 1903, but the advice is still timely 
and valuable. Price, 5 cents. 

Aids in Library Work with Foreigners, 
compiled by Marguerite Reid, of the Provi- 
dence public library and John G. Moulton, of 
the Haverhill public library. Reprinted 
from the Massachusetts Library Club Bulle- 
tin. It contains lists of books for learning 
English for non-English speaking people, 
grammars and handbooks in foreign lan- 
guages; books about the United States for 
foreigners; and aids in selecting foreign 
books. It contains also an article by Miss 
Reid on “Our New Americans,” which will 
help librarians to understand better the 
point of view of foreigners who come, or 
whom we try to get to come to our libraries. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Two new chapters of the A. L. A. Manual 


of Library Economy are in the press as this 
Bulletin goes to press, and will be ready by 
the time these notes are read. The follow- 
ing are the titles: 

Chapter 5. Proprietary and Subscription 
Libraries, by Charles K. Bolton. Price, 10 
cents. 

Chapter 10. The Library Building, by 
W. R. Eastman. Price, 10 cents. 

Several papers read at the Ottawa con- 
ference have been reprinted in pamphlet 
form from the Proceedings Number of the 
A. L. A. Bulletin. These are for sale at 10 
cents each. The list is as follows: 

Report of the committee on the relation 
of the public library to the municipality 
(Arthur E. Bostwick, Samuel H. Ranck, J. 
T. Jennings). 

Efficiency of the library staff and scien- 
tific management, by Adam Strohm. 

Cataloging in legislative reference work, 
by Ono Mary Imhoff. 

Some observations on the departmental 
library problem in universities, with special 
reference to the University of Chicago, by 
J. C. M. Hanson. 


SALE, EXCHANGE, WANTS 


(Any library member of the Association 
may insert, without cost, a ten line notice 
of books or periodicals wanted, for sale or 
exchange.) 


WANTS 


A. L. A. Office, 78 E. Washington St., 

Chicago, III. 
A. L. A. Booklist: 

; nos. 1, 2, 3, 6. 
; no. 3, 4. 
nos. 1, 2, 3, 4. 
; no. 1. 
; a TF 
cents a copy offered. 


A. L. A. Bulletin: 
4; nos. 2, 3. 


25 cents a copy offered. 
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Public Library, Tacoma, Wash. 


A. L. A. Publishing Board. Library Hand- 
book, No. 4, and Library Tract, No. 7. 
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